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Western university of modern times has not being spread to China until 
1840. During this process, how the curriculum system of Chinese university is 
set up in modern history? And what is the development process? Why? What are 
the regularities? Is there any experience worthy of being used for reference 
nowadays? 
This dissertation’s research object is the establishment and development of 
university curriculum system both in late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of 
China.  Based on the great background of China inner political environment 
and international situation, this dissertation tries to study the evolvement process 
of Chinese university curriculum from the angle of the power of curriculum in 
different periods, and to get the basic skeleton of Chinese university curriculum 
in modern times. Meanwhile, this dissertation tries to get the rational construing 
of the university curriculum evolvement. During the process of establishment 
and development, the university curriculum in modern times China accumulates 
lots of precious experience, which still has realistic significance. And from the 
viewpoint of theoretic study, the deep study work on the university curriculum 
in this specific period is rather weak. This dissertation does some basic work.  
The following are the main conclusions of this dissertation: 
1. The setup of the basic skeleton of university curriculum in modern times 
China. From the viewpoint of the relationship with foreign countries, university 
curriculum has experienced the process of dependence to independence; from 
the viewpoint of countries we learn from, there are Japan, German, America and 
European countries. The war has played a role of guidance for choice; from the 
guideline of curriculum’s setup, the guideline in late Qing Dynasty is mainly 
“based on Chinese learning, making use of western learning”, “children 













guideline is more inclined to “nation standard”. From the establishment of 
curriculum institution, there is a process of mutation-adjustment-maturity. 
2. This dissertation studies the characteristics from the viewpoint of 
curriculum power. University curriculum in modern times may be divided into 
three stages: unification, free development, centralization and unification. 
Generally speaking, university curriculum is characterized with high starting 
point, vivid transplant feature and superincumbent in the process of 
establishment. After adjustment and transition, university curriculum steps into 
the period of exploration, and gets free development, while its opposite part is 
the disordered development. In the period of coordination, university curriculum 
links with native reality, and sets up more mature university curriculum step by 
step. 
3. The process of subject authorization and organization of modern times 
university is right the lifting process of universities’ ideal. 
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